
Things To Do With Grandma 
An Activity Guide for Families and Educators

GREAT GOURD
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The 2016 American Academy of Pediatrics revised guidelines for screentime 
for young children recommend "co-viewing (with caregivers) as the norm." As 
children's media producers, we couldn't agree more! We believe that grownups 
play an important role as media mentors for children in their use of technology. 
That’s why our award-winning storybook app Grandma's Great Gourd was 
intentionally designed to encourage children and grownups to play, learn, and 
ttell stories together. 

In adapting Grandma's story—a memorable trickster folktale from the Bengal
region of South Asia—into an interactive, game-rich READing experience for
children ages 4-8, we sought to convert the oral tradition into a digital experience 
that supports the intimacy of storytime and playtime! This was also the motivation
behind bonus features such as our physics-inspired ROLLing game, our 
RECORDing studio for digital story-telling, and our video library that takes users 
oon a virtual field trip to EXPLORE the art, food, wildlife,clothing, and languages 
of South Asia. 

Whether you are a caregiver downloading our app for that special child in your 
life, a teacher using it in a literature unit in your classroom, or a librarian bringing
Grandma’s adventure to your digital storytime, we hope you will enjoy our little 
activity guide, Things to Do with Grandma! We have created it to give you ideas 
for extending the joy of screen time with Grandma’s story into real-time 
oppopportunities for storytelling and play between children and their media mentors 
like you! 

We'd love to hear from you about your experience with our app and this guide. 
Do drop us a line at info@literarysafari.com, tweet to us @Litsafariapps, or 
post on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/meetgrandma!
 
Enjoy!

TThe Team Behind Grandma’s Great Gourd

As seen in... 



THINGS TO DO WITH GRANDMA 

Try these simple ideas for using our opp collaboratively! 

Read 

E3 Turn Off the Narration 
Join children in reading the story aloud in your own dramatic 
voices! It's a great way to bring the drama of Grandma's 
adventure into your living room and to build reading fluency! 

(SJ Create a Story Dice 
Reinvent Grandma's story by playing with our story dice on page 5. 

C] Library Hunt
Grandma's Great Gourd is based on an award-winning picture 
book. Visit your local library to hunt for stories and books featuring 
strong grandmothers. 

Roll 

(] Identify Gourd Powers 
As you unlock each of our five unique gourds, chat with your child 
about the superpowers of each one. Ask: Which bounces the most? 
Slides best? Rolls farthest? Is  a "super" gourd? 

CAnalyze Game Play 
Children will notice that the peaks and dips (ramps and pathways) 
in our game impact the distance that Grandma's gourd can roll. 
But, how do the angle and power meters affect the game? 
Experiment with tapping on different points on the meters and 
figure out the secret to getting Grandma to roll furthest! 

�Lab T ime 
Time to get outside or into the playroom! See page 6 for a printable 
activity that will have kids conduct an experiment in real-time with 
spherical objects as they examine the impact of mass and terrain on 

an object's movement. 

"I love this story because the 
hero is a clever grandmother. 
In today's world where age is 
seen as a disadvantage, this is a 
good role model for children to 
see." 

-Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, 
author Grandma and the 
Great Gourd: A Bengali Folktale.

Did You Know? 

We worked with STEM educators 
to create our game and assigned 
each gourd a rolling behavior 
inspired by physics properties such 

as density, friction, and mass! 
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THINGS TO DO WITH GRANDMA 

Try these simple ideas for using our opp collaboratively! 

Record 

9 Play with Sounds 
Visit our Sound Effects Studio to record your own version of 
the many sounds from the story. Whether it is the animals or the 
thumping of Grandma's gourd, with children will love hearing 
familiar voices in the games and story! 

9 Bilingual Storytime 
We have made it easy for you to translate and record the story 
bit-by-bit in our Story Studio. If you want to make Grandma's 
story accessible to non-English speakers, you can record it in the 
language of your choice. 

Explore 

r:3MovieTime 
The videos in our opp celebrate the food, art, clothing, language, 
and wildlife from South Asia featured in Grandma's story. They offer 
a "mirror, window, or doorway" to South Asia. Watch them together! 

IJrl Story Time 
These books will whisk you and your child away on a literary safari 
to South Asia! 

Romina's Rangoli 
When Romina, a biracial 

Indian-Mexican American 
has to make a school project 
that represents her culture, 

she creates a rangoli (a 
traditional floor design from 
South Asia, similar to Alpena) 
using Mexican papel picado 
paper-cut ting techniques. 

(Ages 5 and up) 

/>ty _t>totl,er"s Sari 

My Mother's Sari Hot Hot Roti for Dadaji Tiger Boy 
Take an imaginative 
journey with a child 

whose playful experi-
ments with a sari 

transform it a train, a 
river ... a handkerchief! 

(Ages 3 and up) 

As he unlocks the 
power of his grand

father, Dadaji's stories, 
Aneel must figure out 

how to whip up a batch 
of roti, a flatbread that 
is a staple food in many 

South Asian households. 
(Ages 5 and up) 

A young boy who sets out 
to save a tiger cub from 

poachers in the Sundarbans. 
The Sundarbans contains 

the world's largest 
mangrove forest. It is 

spread out across nearly 
4,000 square miles across 

the Bengal region of 
India and Bangladesh. 

(Grades 3-6) 

J: LoVE y'o"' 
"'··-� t� w�d« 

I Love You 

Around the World 
A sweetly illustrated 

picture book that will 
teach kids how people 

from different countries 
and cultures around the 

world say "I love you· 
from the creators of 

Happiness Is ... 

"The 'record' choice on the 
main menu was the BEST part 
of the app! One of the reasons 
I like this so much is it allows me 
to participate in something from 
a culture other than my own, it 
feels more inclusive and allows 
children opportunities to feel 
similarities with the characters, 
places and culture of the story." 

-Gail Lovely, author Using an 
iPad with Your Preschooler and 
founder, Suddenly It Clicks.

See pages 7 to 11 for hands-on 
activities inspired by the videos. 

KITA� WORLD 
Many of these books are available 
at www.kitaabworld.com, an 
independent online bookstore 
that features hand-picked books, 
toys and games that can help 
children learn and experience 
the diverse elements of South 
Asian and global culture. 

Things to Do with Grandma 4 

•



w
w
w.
gr
an
dm
as
go
ur
d.
co
m

Things to Do with Grandma 5

How would Grandma’s story change if she lived in a city, met a different kind of bad 
guy, or traveled by boat? Cut out, fold, and tape together our story dice. Then take 
turns rolling it to reinvent Grandma’s story! 
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ode of transport)

G
randm

a traveled 
by _______.

Grandma hid in _______.
(thing)

Grandma loved _______.
(food)

(animal)
Grandma met _______.

Once upon a time, 
there was a Grandma 
who lived in _______. 

(place)
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LAB: Ramp & Roll
After playing our Roll a Gourd game, try this experiment.
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A. Argentina, B. North India, C. Bangladesh, D. Germany, E. Ghana, F. Israel, 
G. South India, H. France, I. China, J. United Arab Emirates (UAE), K. Mexico, L. Liberia

Take a Poll!
Interview your friends and family. Ask: What do you call your grandmother? 

AA Abuela (Spanish)

B Nani (Hindi)

C Nanu (Bengali)

D Oma (German) 

E Nana (Akan) 

FBubbe (Hebrew)

G Patti (Tamil) 

H Meme (French)

INai-nai (Chinese)

J Jaddati (Arabic)

K Nojoch na (Mayan)

L Ma (Bassa)

Learn how to say “Grandma” in different languages by matching the
words to the countries they come from. 

Around the World
 with Grandma
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Illustrated by Kavita Ramchandran 
www.wemakebelieve.com

A sari is a special outfit worn by girls and women in South Asia. Saris are made of a 
  single piece of cotton or silk and styled differently across communities and cultures.  

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

Cut along the lines and stack the squares to make your own flip book!
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Draw A Bengal Tiger
Follow these six easy steps and draw your very own Bengal Tiger!

Home: Sundarbans Forest, Bengal
Happy in: Water
Hobby: Swimming from one island to the other
Eats: Wild pigs, deer, and other large animals
Fun Fact: No two tigers have the same stripes!
Sad News: Endangered. Only 200 tigers 
rremain in the Sundarbans

Fact File: Bengal Tiger 
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www.wannabeechef.com

Puffed rice is a popular street snack from South Asia. It can be 
eaten sweet (coated in sugar) or salty (mixed with spices or tangy 
flavors). The puffiness comes from heating rice kernels under high 
pressure, just like popcorn! 
 

6. Drizzle with melted chocolate (or your favorite topping!)

5. Use any shape cookie cutter (we love stars!) 
to cut your desired shape. 

4. Spread mixture on a parchment lined sheet tray 
and press down with your hands. It’s gooey and sticky 
so grease your hands with butter to make it easier! 

 3. Add puffed rice (or Rice Krispies) and mix well. 
2. Toss well to coat marshmallows, then stir 
frequently and add cardamom and coconut.

1. Over a medium flame, melt butter in a large pot 
and add marshmallows. 

Directions

Ingredients
One Stick Salted Butter

One 10 oz. Bag of Marshmallows
Three Cups of Puffed Rice (or Rice Krispies)

1/4 Cup Dried Coconut 
Pinch of Cardamom

 
For Extra Magic Sparkle:
1/2 Cup of Melted Chocolate
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